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THE CATHOLIC MIND 
VOL. XXIX., No. 23, December 8, 1931 


On Social Disorder and Its 
Cure 


Most REVEREND TimotHy Corsett, D.D. 


The following pastoral, addressed by the Bishop of Crookston, 
Minnesota, to the clergy and faithful of his Diocese, 
was published on the Feast of the Holy 
Rosary, October 7, 1931 


ANKIND witnesses at present a growing discontent 

among a multitude of men, whose spirit of disorder, 
rebellion and anarchy, assumes an alarming aspect. At the 
consideration of their scanty wages, their meager support, 
their shabby clothing, their lowly homes, men envy the 
seeming happiness and luxury of the wealthy. No longer 
satisfied with the necessities of life, people seek the superflu- 
ous and sumptuous goods. The pronounced distinction be- 
tween the rich and the poor, the contrast between the 
wealthy residential districts and the homes of the poor, the 
affluence on the one side and the need on the other, all tend 
to intensify popular unrest. The bond of sympathy between 
capital and labor is practically severed. Labor is bought 
and sold; capital would appropriate the lion’s share. Mil- 
lions of men are obliged to accept a miserable pittance to 
avert hunger and distress. The capitalist bewails the un- 
scrupulousness, the independence, the spirit of antagonism, 
the lack of economy and painstaking, the dishonesty and 
inactivity of the workingman, while the laborer complains 
that the interests of the employers in his behalf are only 
aroused when their dividends begin to decrease. Equality, 
say many, should reign among all human beings. 


Notorious PLATFORM SPEAKERS 


Perverse agitators arouse the multitude, for their own 
selfish ends, with high sounding promises of comfort, peace 
and happiness. Cheap food, cheap clothing, placid rest, no 
taxation, unrestrained enjoyment, such is the clamor of 
those deluded mortals, who impress the masses with their 
theories replete with merriment, but destructive of order, 
law and religion. Their dominant war cry is that private 
property must be confiscated and placed under the admin- 
istration of municipal bodies for the benefit of all citizens. 
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Society must assume possession of all the means and instru- 
ments of production and distribution of goods, for where 
there is no capital no poverty exists. Wealth should be 
distributed among the poor, whose right it is to capture the 
fortunes of the rich, and whose joy should be to await the 
happy and fortunate day on which to seize the goods of 
others. Men burdened with tedious occupations, lengthened 
hours, and dragging along a miserable existence in filth and 
poverty, have the power, socialism asserts, to terrify the 
hearts of the employers and appropriate their possessions. 
Human beings should follow their natural tendency to as- 
sume what is pleasurable, say they, and to covet the goods 
of others. 


Rurtnous DoctTRINE 


The new systems would have the State abolish the sanc- 
tion of the marriage contract, which is to terminate at the 
will of either party to the contract. No God, no interference 
of God in the universe, no life beyond the tomb, no immor- 
tality, no knowledge beyond material things and their laws, 
no eternity, death ends all, behold the anti-social boast of 
those corruptors of morals and subverters of order. Eternity 
is their dread. Extolling the inventions of the age, free- 
thinkers excite people by word of mouth and pen with their 
senseless notions that the Eternal and Omnipotent God is 
the Unknown and the Unknowable, and that the dark future 
is uncertain. Socialism would recognize no authority, pa- 
rental authority would vanish under its reign, children 
would become the property of the State, and consequently 
the family, the basis of society, would be destroyed. Wildly 
does socialism expatiate on the rights of men, but no thought 
on the rights of God, the Creator of all things, Whom in- 
deed they irrationally consider a myth. Thus socialists 
and bolsheviki are bringing ruin to the world. Pope Leo 
XIII condemned communism and socialism as against the 
principles of morality and religion. 


MoperRN THEORIES 


The principles of modern theories afford the working- 
man no consolation, comfort or relief. Workers, say the 
agitators, society needs your work; therefore you must labor 
on. Your condition, workers, is ameliorated as much prog- 
ress has been made and interest on capital has decreased. 
Sad, indeed, is your lot, workingman. You pray, but God 
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is too far off to hear or grant your petition. Politicians 
loudly boast that new plans are being formed for the wel- 
fare of the workingman, to be undoubtedly realized after 
the next election. Workingmen, say other agitators, assert 
your common rights; you are kings of the visible creation 
and of the hour, unite for strength, destroy, revolutionize 
society. Workingman, proclaim some, society is as on 
wheels, stop work, and victory will be yours. Nature, sci- 
ence, progress, reason, honor, such are the favorite utter- 
ances of deluded thinking machines, who thus excite, blind- 
fold and mislead the crowds to misery, troubles and ruin. 


THE SENSIBLE WORKINGMAN FINDs No CONSOLATION 
IN THESE THEORIES 


The sensible workingman, finding no consolation nor 
comfort in these empty theories, nor any relief for his wants, 
is obliged to work and struggle on, despite the futile utter- 
ances of the litterateur, the baseless arguments of the worldly 
economist, the dire doctrines of the irreligious phiolsopher, 
the repeated promises of the cunning politician and the sav- 
age and brutal exhortations of the anarchist. He is fully 
convinced that law and order and not might should govern 
rational beings, and is profoundly impressed with the fatal 
consequences of continued inactivity, and that mere science 
and philosophy are too cold in face of pain, sorrow and 
trouble. Mortals therefore must rationally conclude that 
all modern theories and endeavors are powerless to cure the 
ills of humanity, and to take from labor the pain that ren- 
ders it unacceptable to the majority of men. 


THE CHURCH OF RoME ALONE POSSESSES THE CURE 
FOR HUMAN ILLS 


Only one institution on earth possesses the remedy for 
human misery, pain, poverty and labor troubles, the Cath- 
olic Church. Her salutary doctrine tolerates no violation of 
any principle of right and justice, nor sacrifices one iota of 
the selfsame doctrine of Christ, her Founder, which she has 
ever preserved pure and unadulterated amid trying perse- 
cutions, schisms, heresies and apostasies of the centuries. 
The Church has changed the face of the earth in bygone 
ages by bringing society to the feet of the Redeemer of man- 
kind. That same power, the world should understand, is 
absolutely needed today to repair and renew modern society 
in God, and thus calm the present social storms. The 
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Church inculcates a sense of duty to the millions of poor by 
continuing Christ’s work of counseling peace, self-denial and 
forbearance. To remove social discontent she gently cures 
the human heart and intellect, softening the one and dis- 
pelling the errors of the other, and thus bettering the con- 
dition of the toiling masses by bringing a spirit of content- 
ment among them and a sense of justice among the masters. 
Men should recognize God, the Church insists, as a just 
judge, able and ready to sanctify and reward honest labor, 
to vindicate the claims of justice and to punish crime. Peace 
in the midst of poverty and troubles would be the result of 
such salutary thoughts. Men would therefore condemn all 
resistance to lawful authority as contrary to justice and 
offensive to Almighty God. Revolutionary methods will 
never be sanctioned by loyal and practical Catholics who 
regard the life here below as a brief pilgrimage, ending in a 
glorious eternity. 


HATRED OF THE CHURCH 


Infidels, materialists, socialists detest the Church, and 
vainly employ all earthly means to place the last sod on her 
time-honored brow, because she is the uncompromising 
enemy of all systems that tend to ruin religion, lawful au- 
thority, the State, society, and the matrimonial bond. Should 
the Church preach religion without God, and the other de- 
structive schemes of communism, socialism and anarchy that 
are disorganizing society the world over, the Church would 
then gain popular approbation. Her stanch conservatism 
in the right and her clinging to Christ’s doctrine despite the 
fiercest persecutions is the bone of contention. The Cath- 
olic Church never changes her creed. 


TRIUMPH OF THE CHURCH 


At the advent of Christ, the Divine Redeemer, well 
known slavery abounded. The poor and suffering were neg- 
lected, and womanhood was in disgrace. Genuine history 
testifies that Christ’s divine Spouse, the Church, vanquished 
slavery. Pope Paul III and Pope Benedict XIV issued 
apostolic condemnations against anyone daring to enslave 
the Indians of America. The Church elevated womanhood, 
reared asylums, hospitals and orphanages for the destitute, 
sick and homeless. Infanticide, savagery, brutality and 
domestic discord yielded to her regenerating forces. The 
Church subdued the heathen race not by the use of the 
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sword, but by the power of the gospel and the charity 
which she exercised toward human outcasts and laborers. 
The direct object of the Church does not embrace politics, 
the formation of government, nor the establishment of in- 
dustries, her primary mission being truly to save souls by 
the grace of God. The solution of society ills is contained 
in the principles she inculcates for the guidance of human 
conduct. Were these principles thoroughly observed, labor 
troubles, violence, graft and uncharitableness would cease 
to exist. Christ the divine Founder of the Church, made 
no effort to improve the political and social conditions of 
the people. His entire life and all acts tended to their 
spiritual betterment. In pursuing the direct and supreme 
object of winning souls, however, Christ and His Church 
accomplished more for the benefit of men in their various 
avocations than any human theory of economy. As the 
Church was in the beginning the refuge of the oppressed 
and the protectress of labor, she alone can effectively deal 
with the intricacies of modern labor. Catholicity, through 
the teachings of Christ, fosters contentment and unites mor- 
tals in sympathy, forbearance and respect. Slave labor the 
Church withstood in the past, without the abolition of so- 
ciety, and today she alone can master the greed of capital- 
ists and calm the discontentment of laborers by that influ- 
ence over the human mind and heart that God gave to her. 
The workingman of today should heed the counsels of the 
Church. She gave the laboring man liberty when he was 
a slave, she nursed him gently and consolingly when he was 
a serf, and she made him contented and happy by the spirit 
of piety and charity when he was a craftsman. 


EQUALITY AND INEQUALITY OF MAN 


The Church rationally holds that men are created equal, 
possess the same human nature, the same Omnipotent Cre- 
ator, God, and are brothers in Christ Jesus. Each by faith- 
fully serving God may equally obtain salvation, but inequal- 
ity in other respects prevails elsewhere. Inequality is in- 
evitably necessary in society. No two men are really equal 
in mental and physical abilities. Difference of wealth has 
existed in every age. Christ solemnly declared “that the 
poor you have always with you” (Matt. 26-2). Pain, sor- 
row and hardships will ever follow a man from the cradle 
to the grave amid disappointments and delusions. Riches, 
the Church says, should be employed to procure eternal life. 








534 ON SOCIAL DISORDER AND ITS CURE 





THE RIGHTS OF PROPERTY 


The rights of property, according to the tenets of the 
Church, are based on the immutable and eternal laws of 
God, Whose command is “Thou shalt not steal.” Justice 
and right are above the will of man. Man has a natural 
right to acquire and retain property which is one of the 
ordinary means of sustaining life, which right socialism 
would destroy. The practice of all ages has consecrated the 
principle of private ownership. Indeed, the same principle 
is confirmed and enforced by civil law. The divine law for- 
bids to covet that which is another’s. No organization may 
rationally and justly claim the right to dispose of another’s 
goods. A Catholic is bound in conscience to abandon the 
Socialist Party, for it is morally wrong to sanction stealing, 
to destroy legitimate authority, to disrupt the family, to 
loosen the matrimonial bond, to rob man of his belief in 
God, to confiscate property without due compensation and 
deny the authority of the one, true, catholic, apostolic and 
infallible Church. 


THE CAPITALIST 


The admonition of the Church to the capitalist is that 
human beings are to be valued more than bricks, mortar or 
irrational animals, that every man should possess sufficient 
means wherewith to meet the necessities of life. Woe, ex- 
claims the Church to the employers who grind money out of 
the poor, who treat them with less consideration than their 
instruments of labor, who injure their physical power by 
excessive labor, who force them to work at inadequate 
wages, who deprive workingmen of due time for their re- 
ligious duties, and expose them to neglect their families and 
homes. The workingman must not be regarded as a mere 
machine of flesh and bones to be used to accumulate wealth 
and when exhausted to be cast away. On the contrary, he 
must be revered as a brother in Christ, a soul created by 
God and for God, a moral and intellectual being. Every 
man has a spirit with eternal destinies, is a beloved child 
of the heavenly Father, a sharer in the solicitude of God 
for his betterment here and hereafter, God’s dearest object, 
however, being his eternal salvation. The poorest and lowli- 
est child that walks our streets is worth more than cities, 
States, Kingdoms, and Empires. He has an immortal soul, 
stamped with the image of God, and destined to possess 
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God for all eternity. Nothing is of such immense value as an 
immortal soul. All else is subject to dissolution, decay and 
death. ‘What exchange shall man give for his soul,” says 
Christ. Disorders are threatening the world over because 
men have become selfish in seeking too much their own in- 
terests, and employing unjust means in work, business, and 
official positions to elevate and enrich themselves to the 
detriment of their fellow beings. Capitalists there are who 
spend large sums of money.on useless and ridiculous fads 
in place of reclaiming the wicked and relieving the wants 
and misery of their employees, on whose labor they live and 
thrive and prosper. Their gorgeous display of fashion 
arouses the envy of the passing crowds. Numerous capital- 
ists appear to think of their employees only when they wish 
to get more work out of them. The wonder is how such 
men can satisfy their conscience before God in regard to the 
great obligation of assisting the less fortunate. Working- 
men better treated will do more for the cause of their em- 
ployers and will be more loyal to their person. Capital and 
labor certainly depend on one another. Intimate union 
should exist between them, the capitalists becoming fathers 
to the workingmen. 


THE LABORER 


The right of every man to bread or work is a natural 
right. Public authorities should protect the industrious 
working class in procuring the necessary means of livelihood. 
Man has a right to a living wage and decent living. The 
honest workingman demands not alms but work and fair 
treatment. He should be able to obtain ample recompense 
not merely for theenecessities of life, but also to keep him- 
self and family in reasonable comfort and to put his own 
home on his own property. Homes, let it be said, are truly 
feeders of patriotism. The wage, moreover, should be suffi- 
cient to enable the laborer to perform Christian duties, oc- 
casional acts of charity and to provide for hard times, sick- 
ness and old age. The laborer must learn to be obedient 
to his employer in all things just. He should promote the 
interest of the employer, scrupulously protect his goods and 
do his day’s work conscientiously. Would that perverse 
agitators, spurred on for their own welfare, cease in their 
efforts to convince the multitude that heaven is a dream, 
eternity an illusion and hell a priestly scare. Let men be 
imbued with the idea that there is no God, then there is no 
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restraint to the torrents of iniquity. Why waste their energy 
for their fellowmen if they must die like brutes! Extinguish 
in the human soul the hope of a future life and the belief 
in a general judgment, what power will then calm the en- 
raged multitude! Humanity must possess pleasure in fact 
or in hope, otherwise it will seek it in rebellion. 


Gop Must Have His PLAcE IN HUMAN AFFAIRS 


Willingly or unwillingly, man must give God His right- 
ful place in human affairs, otherwise misery, misfortune and 
troubles will ensue. God must receive His rights in the na- 
tion, in the state, in society, in the school, and in the indus- 
trial world. Experience should have long since convinced 
man that a nation will eventually crumble without the 
recognition of the supreme legislator, God. No moral order, 
no law can prevail without God, who has the absolute right 
to command His creatures. Ignorance of the sovereign 
power of God engenders brute force which begets disorder, 
revolution and anarchy. When God is not recognized, man 
is treated as a slave. All authority must have its binding 
force from God, the pre-existent law-giver. Religion secures 
the tranquillity of the State, makes the clement ruler and the 
faithful subject, who under the influence of religion submits 
to State authority from conscientious motives. Morality, 
divorced from religion, dies. The government of society is 
gradually becoming more and more difficult, because the 
principle of authority, God, is ignored. The exercise of 
authority often generates aversion and strife, the ruler being 
considered as a tyrant, against whom it is lawful to rebel. 
To obey is regarded by numerous individuals a degradation 
and a shame. Irrational is it to expect a man to submit 
to human authority when it rejects divine authority. Mere 
gold cannot make or preserve society, no less than create 
morality. The formation of society without God is to dig 
its own grave. Godless society is robbed of all safeguards; 
within it crime is committed without the dread of punish- 
ment, and the vilest passions of the vilest men rush on with- 
out control. Men of the century! Over the doors of the 
homes of your industries is written “Progress,” but know 
you that Christ Jesus is the God and Law and History of 
genuine progress. Would that the world understood that 
without God there are only bitterness, troubles and de- 
spair. The further society departs from God, the more 
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numerable and unbearable will be the social miseries. The 
nearer man approaches God, the happier he will grow. A 
return to Christ’s doctrine and the blessed Spouse, His 
Church, means a renovation of society, of men’s hearts and 
minds and the reign of peace and contentment. The 
Church exhorts men to be satisfied with their condition in 
life, and warns them that their aim must not be to enrich 
themselves, but to acquire virtue and to await their reward 
beyond the tomb.’ Catholicity holds that human beings are 
not to live in extravagance, that riches gathered at the cost 
of dishonesty and human misery are not blessed, that wealth 
should be a means to a higher life, despite the worldly 
tendency of today toward money and pleasure. The con- 
stant endeavor of the Church is to draw the rich and poor 
together by reminding them of their duties of charity, fra- 
ternity and mutual assistance. Only then will end the long 
and hard struggle between capital and labor. 


THE Honor OF POVERTY 


Holy Mother Church wisely proclaims that poverty is 
not dishonorable. Christ, the Divine Master, selected 
poverty for His portion. Born in poverty, living in 
poverty, teaching by the wayside, the seaside, and on the 
mountain top, not even having a place whereon to lay His 
head, our divine Saviour died in poverty. Humanity needed 
a God of poverty. Having abused the value of riches in the 
pursuit of manifold pleasures, mankind forgot that the true 
character of man must be measured not by wealth, power, 
influence or position, but by his moral courage to combat 
the evils of life. Poverty elevates man’s character and pre- 
pares him for great achievements. ‘Woe to you rich,” says 
the Eternal Truth, that is they that trust in riches. “Amen, 
I say to you,” says Christ, “that a rich man shall hardly 
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven.”” Again says Christ, 
“blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of 
Heaven” (Matt. 19, 23). 

The Catholic Church is in closer union with the poor 
than any other organization. Christ founded the Church for 
all men, but the lowly and the poor she presses to her bosom 
as a delightful mother. The Church builds spacious temples, 
within the sacred walls of which the people, whether rich or 
poor, enter without distinction, and find peace and consola- 
tion for their weary hearts. In all her legislation the 
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Church impartially considers the interests of her people. 
She raises altars on which the Sacrifice of Calvary is re- 
newed in expiation of the sins of mankind, and as a source 
of innumerable graces to immortal souls. Behold her bap- 
tismal font, where the rich and poor alike are cleansed of 
original sin; her confessional, where her children are in- 
discriminately received, their souls gently cured, kindly con- 
soled and wisely directed; the Communion rail at which the 
rich and the poor assist at the same spiritual banquet, and 
receive their Eucharistic God, the Author and Fountain of 
all graces, the Creator and Preserver, the Supreme Judge of 
mankind, our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. The Church 
truly fosters the bond of union, fraternal charity, and love 
of neighbor in gathering around her common Communion 
Table the children of all classes and nationalities, within 
her sacred realm to eat the Bread of Life. From Catholic 
pulpits resound the sweetest and tenderest echoes for the 
consolation and strength and encouragement of the poor and 
suffering. 

The clergy of the Church is ever ready both night and 
day even at the risk of their lives, to give spiritual, and if 


necessary, temporal assistance to the people in the various 
walks of life. 


LABOR 


Labor is necessary for both body and soul. “If any man 
will not work, neither let him eat,” says St. Paul. Labor is 
indispensable for the cultivation of the human intellect and 
the provision for the wants of life. “Man is born to labor,” 
says Holy Scripture. The soul suffers without work. 
“Tdleness,” says the Bible, “has taught much sin.” Where 
inactivity reigns, social disorders ensue. Society to be 
healthy must work, although most men naturally prefer rest 
to labor. Prior to the original fall, man was obliged to 
work. “And the Lord took man and put him into paradise 
to dress and keep it.” Subsequent to Adam’s fall, labor is 
compulsory. Work is to be a just punishment of Adam’s 
transgression. “In the sweat of thy brow thou shalt eat 
bread.” Anterior to the dawn of Christianity, labor. was 
regarded as slavery and dishonor. Born in labor, grown up 
in labor, Christ passed His life in labor to win men to the 
all important truth that happiness does not consist in mun- 
dane enjoyment, but in the performance of duty and in 
sacrifice. Christ was more destitute than the poorest child 
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of the poorest workingman, thus casting a halo around the 
brow of the workingman. Mary, His mother, was a work- 
ing woman. St. Joseph, His foster father, was a working- 
man. The Apostles and the first followers were working- 
men. Christ placed as pillars of His one, true, catholic, 
apostolic and infallible Church two workingmen, St. Peter, 
a fisherman, and St. Paul, a tentmaker. Workingmen, be- 
hold the dignity of your calling. Of all classes of society, 
you belong more to the Saviour of mankind. The Church 
always favored labor. See how monastic orders cultivated 
large tracts of barren lands. What impetus she gave to in- 
tellectual work. Behold the masterpieces of art, painting 
and architecture that came to light under her genial inspira- 
tion. See across the centuries her long lines of geniuses, the 
beacon lights of learning in every age. 

If work is so blessed by God, whence come those social 
evils in the world Labor is not the cause thereof, but too 
little of needful rest, hard work without limitation, inade- 
quate wages. Armies of human beings are kept busy night 
and day to satisfy the extravagant demands of luxury. Ex- 
cessive work brutalizes man. Mother Church wishes that 
man should rest fifty-two Sundays in the year, and also on 
her established feast days. Time must be allowed for work 
for God, for religious instruction, the saving of one’s soul 
and for the home and family. But the essential cause of 
labor evils is that labor is ceasing to recognize Christ, the 
model. The new theories are turning the human mind away 
from God. The idea of God, Who commanded labor, and 
the idea of heaven, the reward of honest labor, are being 
banished from the soul of the working man. Infidelity is 
endeavoring to banish Christ from the workshop and labor 
is being heathenized. The new methods fail to touch the 
heart of humanity, which must be penetrated by the true 
religion of Christ before social disorders disappear. Can no 
substitute be found for the religion. of Christ as taught in 
the Catholic Church? Many have been tried, but failed. A 
mere police force, socialism, which destroys private owner- 
ship, the Christian constitution of the family, duly estab- 
lished authority and legitimate existing institutions, and the 
courts show themselves powerless in the face of iniquity and 
disorder. Education without God has wrecked morality. 
National patriotism in place of Christian love of Country 
has bred traitors and led to wars of annihilation. Divorce 
has ruined the family, the basis of society. 
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HAPPINESS 


Let working men understand that happiness is distinct 
from money and possessions. Happiness, ofttimes, reigns 
better in the hut than in the marble palace. Men of wealth 
frequently live sadly and die sadly. Wealth cannot fill the 
aching void that makes life weary. What heart-rending 
sorrows are found in luxurious homes! The poor of Christ, 
generally, pass out of this vale of tears joyfully, awaiting 
to meet Him, Whom they served in season and out of sea- 
son. Complete surrender to God is the royal road to 
eternal and temporal happiness. Man’s nature must be 
spiritualized. His spiritual wants far exceed in importance 
his material wants. The true religion of Christ alone, as 
taught in the Catholic Church, holds the secret of mitigat- 
ing man’s woes, binding up his wounds and smoothing over 
the troubles of life. The Catholic Church, the standard of 
truth and the true bearer of Christ’s moral code and the 
truest friend of the working man has within her bosom the 
sovereign remedy for social discontent in promoting the 
betterment of the world by the exact law of Christ. The 
Church teaches neither hatred for the rich, nor contempt 
for the poor, nor disregard for all legitimate authority. She 
makes the poor more contented and the rich more con- 
siderate, that which no human power can accomplish. No 
love but the love of Christ, as preached in the Catholic 
Church, can drive the’ greed out of men and make them 
deal with temporal goods unselfishly. The gospel of Christ 
is opposed to the gospel of greed. Let all men understand 
that perfect happiness, for which man was created, cannot 
be found on earth. Riches, worldly honors and pleasure 
cannot satisfy the human heart, which craves for God and 
God alone. ‘This is happiness to rejoice in anticipation of 
Thee, in Thee and for Thy sake,” says St. Augustine. 

TIMOTHY CORBETT, 
Bishop of Crookston. 
Given at Crookston on October 7th, 1931, 
on the feast of the Holy Rosary. 
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The Lily of the Mohawks 


Rev. Micuaet J. Dwyer, S.T.B., LL.B. 


At Auriesville, N. Y., stands the shrine recently dedicated to the 
Jesuit Martyrs who gave up their lives three centuries ago. 
Ten years after their death a saintly Indian girl was 
born there. The following sermon on Kateri 
Tegakwitha was delivered at the shrine on 
Kateri’s Day, August 16, 1931. 


OME two months ago this stupendous and beautiful 
structure was dedicated to the worship of the One True 
God, in honor of those saintly and heroic men who three 
centuries ago after incredible suffering and torture laid down 
their lives beneath the tomahawks of a savage race. They 
gladly and intrepidly died in order that that race might 
be converted to the faith and service of that One True 
God and that the holy rites and practices of God’s revealed 
religion might for ever supersede the debased superstitions 
and barbarous wiles which the enemy of God has established 
among the native tribes who made their homes amid the 
wondrous natural beauties of this region, leaving it only to 
carry on a relentless war of cruelty and horror against all 
their fellow men not of their own blood or tribal allegiance. 
Those of us who were privileged to witness those solemn 
exercises of dedication in presence of distinguished members 
of the hierarchy and clergy and many thousands of the de- 
vout laity and who listened to the ever-thrilling story of the 
sufferings and deaths of that prince of martyrs, St. Isaac 
Jogues, and his brothers in martyrdom, Saints Rene Goupil 
and John Lalande, will not soon forget the impressive beauty 
of that occasion, marking as it did the realization of the 
hopes and labors of the religious brethren and modern suc- 
cessors of Auriesville’s sainted heroes in providing here on 
this holy hill of their confession and passion a temple 
worthy of their supreme sacrifice for God and fellow men 
and ample to accommodate the ever-increasing throngs of 
pilgrims who annually flock hither from everywhere to adore 
God, to venerate the sacred relics of His sainted servants, 
and to implore their intercession in all ills of body and needs 
of soul. 
It is my fervent hope and prayer that in God’s good 
time and providence another name may be added to the 
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roll of Auriesville’s canonized saints and that another altar 
may be raised in this sacred pantheon in addition to those 
already built in honor of Saint Isaac and his heroic asso- 
ciates. I refer to the name and altar of one who, through 
the grace of God and the teachings first brought to Osser- 
nesson by St. Isaac, became a rare flower of holiness in that 
garden of faith, first planted by him in this naturally beau- 
tiful but spiritually barren soil afterwards sanctified by his 
prayers and fertilized by his blood. 

It is to be my privilege to speak to you of the life and 
witness of that saintly Mohawk maiden Kateri Tegakwitha, 
who, born here in 1656, ten years after the martyrdom of St. 
Isaac, became by her life of exalted sanctity and austerity 
and by the miracles wrought through her intercession after 
her death, a striking and speedy verification by God Him- 
self of the prophecy of St. Isaac that his death would be 
followed by great things for the honor and glory of God and 
the salvation of souls by the spread of the Catholic faith 
among the Indian tribes. So true is it in all ages of 
Christianity that the blood of martyrs is ever the prolific 
seed of God’s Church. 

The life, virtues, penances, miracles, prophecies, and 
visions of Kateri Tegakwitha form one of the most astound- 
ing narratives ever written in the annals of the saints of 
God. Here is the story of a being specially called by God 
from out an environment of revolting barbarism and vice 
and set apart to illustrate the wonderful operations of divine 
grace in a human soul and to reveal the sublime heights of 
holiness and of power with God of that soul when that 
grace is obediently cooperated with by man’s desire and 
freewill. To find a parallel to the sanctity and penances of 
this favored daughter of grace one must seek it in the lives 
of those elect of God who have loved Him most, who have 
most completely overcome rebellious human nature, and 
most thoroughly effaced themselves in a perfect union of 
mind, will, and heart with the Will and counsels of God 
Himself in their regard. 

Born in the immediate vicinity of the spot on which we 
are today assembled of a converted captive Algonquin 
mother and a pagan Mohawk father, there was no human 
forecast or even apparent possibility that she would grow 
up to be anything but a nameless unit among the thousands 
of unfortunate creatures who composed the female portion 
of the native Indian tribes, a miserable bondswoman and 
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drudge to the domestic and physical needs of the warriors of 
her people, a slave to their animal passions, and in all hu- 
man probability of the intertribal feuds which are the con- 
stant burden of the historic narratives of the time. The 
state of religion and morality among the savages at the time 
of Kateri’s birth was of the lowest and most degraded char- 
acter. Ten years had elapsed since the martyrdom of St. 
Isaac and St. John Lalande had destroyed the last vestiges 
of Christianity which their apostolic labors had instilled into 
at least a portion of the native tribes. All that we associate 
with the names of Jroquois and Mohawk of ferocity, of 
cruelty of the most diabolic kind, of superstition and vice 
at their very worst, had succeeded the seemingly hopeless 
efforts of St. Isaac and his companions to convert and tame 
those fierce hordes into anything resembling real religion 
or Christian civilization. 

He would have been a rash prophet indeed who would 
have foretold that out of that hideous maelstrom of savage 
excesses there would arise a Christian virgin and saint whose 
name would live in history and the veneration of posterity 
as the pure “Lily of the Mohawks” and the “fairest flower” 
(as the inscription upon her tomb truly testifies) “that ever 
bloomed among savages.” 

But as the Psalmist sings: “Almighty God is wonderful 
in His saints and gives power and strength to His people,” 
namely, to all those who freely correspond with His offered 
graces and who live according to His divine inspirations. 
Catherine’s mother was a sincere Christian woman. She 
had received the faith from the brethren of St. Isaac Jogues 
in Canada before her captivity and marriage here at Ossen- 
non. She had lived and died so far as it was possible in its 
practices, and her most cherished desire was to transmit 
that faith and its pious observance to her two children. She 
died however before that could be accomplished, as did her 
husband and son, of the ravages of smallpox in the very 
early years of Catherine’s childhood, leaving her only daugh- 
ter a helpless orphan. Catherine’s physical endowments 
were indeed of the poorest and most forbidding character, 
a frail body, a countenance disfigured throughout life with 
the traces of the same fell malady that had bereft her of 
both her parents and brother; but mentally and spiritually 
she was blessed beyond any girl of her tribe with a disposi- 
tion and character that naturally chose the beautiful and 
the good and shrank instinctively from everything around 












544 THE LILY OF THE MOHAWKS 








her that was pagan, vile, and sinful. Her instinct for the 
beauties of Christianity from her earliest girlhood was re- 
markable. She had a natural love for virtue and the con- 
templation of divine and supernatural things. It would not 
indeed have been strange if, when in her twentieth year her 
soul was washed in the saving waters of baptism, it should 
also have been cleansed from many stains of actual sin of 
her own commission. But here is where we observe the out- 
standing marvel of her continual progress to spiritual per- 
fection, the direct dealing with her soul of the Holy Ghost, 
who preserved her even in her pagan life from every serious 
fault and blemish. 

Perhaps it was the prayers of her good Christian mother 
whose one regret in dying was that her children had not 
received the grace of holy baptism that won for Catherine 
the grace to grow up to the date of its reception with no 
blot upon her soul save that which she shared in common 
with all humanity. It was not indeed that she was immune 
from countless incentives and opportunities to give herself 
up to the vicious savagery around her. Her struggles to 
preserve her innocence and virginity, which by a special 
privilege from Almighty God she was inspired to cherish 
and preserve at any cost, were of the most heroic character, 
notwithstanding every assault upon her virtue, and enabling 
her to endure with fortitude and equanimity false accusa- 
tions, calumnies, and even bitter persecution and threats of 
death, on the part of those of her tribe who, themselves 
sunk in the abysmal impurities of savage life, looked with 
ridicule and contempt upon a virtue so alien to the common 
concepts of savage life and custom. 

But I will not further dwell upon those wonderful fea- 
tures in Kateri’s pagan life here at Ossennon and at Caugh- 
nawaga prior to her baptism, filled though it was with con- 
vincing proofs that the Holy Spirit was protecting her even 
in her benighted years and leading her step by step to that 
life of heroic Christian sanctity and intimate union with 
God which began on the very day of her baptism. It is 
upon her short life as a baptized Christian that it is most 
inspiring and profitable for us to linger. Finding it impos- 
sible to reach the fulfillment of her intense desire to love 
and serve God in the complete union of her soul with His 
divine counsels amid the scenes and dangers of the savage 
paganism of this region, she longed and resolved to escape 
from her perilous environment to a place where Catholic 
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faith and practice were more deeply established and more 
fervently observed, and where in the midst of God-fearing 
people and every-day holy example she might carry out the 
divine impulse and inspirations which filled her soul. Such 
a place she knew existed at Sault St. Louis near Montreal 
in Canada, where a colony of converted Indians were lead- 
ing the lives of primitive Christians under the leadership 
and holy example of zealous missionaries. 

Her flight from her pagan kinsfolk and her arrival at 
Sault St. Louis, where she passed the remainder of her short 
life, were successfully accomplished in the Providence of 
God, who guided and protected her every step of her long 
and hazardous journey through tractless forests and un- 
charted waters, and even miraculously saved her from the 
pursuit of an infuriated savage relative who followed her 
and her companions with the fiendish purpose either of com- 
pelling her to return to the barbarous life she loathed, or, 
failing that, to put both her and them to death on their 
journey. 

But here again, as so often in this blessed and favored 
life, we see the infinitely wise and holy designs of God in 
His wonderful dealings with His saints. It was not the will 
of God that His servant Kateri should die as did St. Isaac 
Jogues and his companions, the death of martyrdom for the 
Faith. He wished rather that she should live to carry out His 
holy designs in her own soul and be a perpetual source of 
holiness in others, through her sublime example while living, 
through the edifying record of her virtues after her death, 
and through the countless miracles of healing and conver- 
sion which He was to grant through her potent intercession 
in Heaven immediately after her death and ever since down 
to our own day. 

At Sault St. Louis in Canada the progress of Catherine 
to the summit of spiritual perfection was rapid and com- 
plete. She was admitted to first Holy Communion at once 
and allowed to become a member of a Religious association 
to which only those were admitted who had been Christians 
a long time, who were proficient in their knowledge of 
Catholic doctrine, and were confirmed and steadfast in their 
fidelity to holy Mass and the Sacraments and a strict ob- 
servance for years of all the commandments and precepts 
of their religion. She was even allowed by her confessor 
to consecrate her virginity to God by vow, the first instance 
of its kind in the entire history of Indian conversion in 
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America. There was ample warrant for this and all the 
other privileges granted her by the Fathers at the mission, 
for from the time of her arrival there those holy men saw 
that Kateri’s one aim in life was to seek and put into perfect 
practice that which she knew was most perfect and pleasing 
in the sight of God. They saw that she was living the life 
not only of a saint on earth, but of a martyr as well by her 
self-imposed mortifications and penances. Although she was 
a model of innocence and piety and love of God, Kateri 
nevertheless looked upon herself, as the saints have always 
done, as the greatest of sinners, and consequently she chas- 
tised her poor frail body to a degree that inevitably tended 
to shorten her life. 

It would carry one far beyond the reasonable length of 
a simple sermon to enumerate all the virtues of this chosen 
handmaid of God’s love and grace. Perhaps her whole 
spiritual life as a Christian virgin may be summed up in 
her raptured love for our Divine Lord in the Blessed Sacra- 
ment and her absorbed devotion to His Sacred Passion and 
Death on the Cross. To the Passion of Christ she conse- 
crated her body and inflicted upon it, until restrained by 
her confessor, every species of punishment we know of in 
the lives of the most penitential of the saints. This she did 
in her inspired desire to participate in the physical sufferings 
of her Crucified Lord. To the Sacrament of Christ’s love for 
man she consecrated her souls, and in this twofold consecra- 
tion through the acts the holiness that sprang from it she 
spent her entire day, whether kneeling in rapt devotion be- 
fore the tabernacle, or at work in the drudgeries of her 
home, in her social intercourse with her friends, or out in 
the depths of the forest seeking with her people on the hunt 
the Indians’ chief means of sustenance. 

Verily God is wonderful in His saints and draws them 
to Himself from every rank and station and class and race, 
from every land and in every age of Christian history. If 
I were asked to what saint canonized in Heaven I would 
most closely parallel the spiritual life of Kateri Tegakwitha, 
“The Lily of the Mohawks,” I would unhesitatingly select 
that one who has been raised to the altars in our own day, 
and who has lived in our own time, that virgin saint who 
like Kateri spent herself in the fires of divine love and pen- 
ance, and who is called throughout the Catholic world “The 
Little Flower of Jesus,” St. Teresa of Lisieux. 

Far different indeed were the times and places and cir- 
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cumstances in which those two holy maidens lived and grew 
into heroic sanctity; but their souls were strikingly akin in 
all the wonders God wrought in and through them for His 
own greater glory and honor and for the good of mankind. 
Kateri, born and raised in savagery, far removed from the 
refinements of Christian civilization, beset every day of her 
youth by the gravest perils to faith and virtue; Teresa born 
in a pious Catholic home, the child of God-fearing parents, 
in the midst of every nicety and comfort of life, growing up 
in an ideal religious atmosphere, blessed with a thoroughly 
Catholic education, and protected by the walls of the cloister 
from all that might have endangered her faith and morals 
in her holy vocation as a nun of Carmel. Nothing therefore 
could be in greater contrast than the physical, temporal, 
and social surroundings of these two privileged children of 
God. And yet in their spiritual lives, in their souls’ develop- 
ment, in their love of God and their neighbor, in their 
clarified vision of the nothingness of earth and their realiza- 
tion that the things of God and eternity should be the 
chief objects of men’s thoughts and desires, they were as 
twin daughters in the graces and favors of. their Creator, 
and both of them lived and died in the same exalted plane 
of supernatural faith and virtue striving and anticipating 
and longing for their eternal union with their Blessed Lord 
and Saviour. 

There was also a singular and beautiful similarity in the 
deaths of these two virgin spouses of Christ, and in what 
has followed on behalf of humanity through their powerful 
intercession in Heaven. Both died at the age of twenty- 
four, though almost three hundred years apart, in the flower 
of their young womanhood, worn out by their excesses of 
prayer and penance; and Almighty God has showered abun- 
dant proof of His acceptance of the prayers and austerities 
of both by the innumerable favors and graces He has be- 
stowed upon the world through their powerful intercession. 

St. Teresa promised that she would spend her Heaven in 
doing good on earth, and well has she kept her word, for 
as all the world well knows, she has been working miracles 
of healing and all manner of spiritual favors for mankind 
ever since the day of her death. In like manner the miracu- 
lous cures of body and soul obtained by Kateri for those 
who have invoked her aid, who have venerated her crucifix 
or rosary, or have even been touched by her vesture or the 
dust of her tomb, have been without number. The annals 
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of the Church in Canada, in France, and here at her birth- 
place in Auriesville, overwhelmingly prove that ever since 
her death, Kateri, like Teresa, has been at work before God 
in Heaven for the physical and moral benefit of all her 
devout and confident clients. 

In the Providence of Almighty God St. Teresa has al- 
ready come into her own by being infallibly declared to be 
a saint in Heaven. It has not yet pleased God to bring 
about the canonization of His servant Kateri, but there can 
be little doubt that in the course of the next few years, all 
human difficulties and delays will, with God’s help, be 
cleared away, and Kateri also will be enrolled among the 
saints of the Church, and her own marvelously holy life 
will be officially offered as an example to all, for the honor 
of God, the spread of our Holy Catholic Faith, and for the 
greater spiritual and physical good of the world. 

What a glorious day that will be for Auriesville, for 
this hallowed spot, already, through the lustre of the mar- 
tyrs, the holiest and most blessed place in our diocese and 
State. I desire, dear brethren, to enlist your continual 
prayers for the speedy coming of that glorious day, when we 
may be able to gather here at her birthplace to honor her 
not merely as “the good Catherine” or as the spotless Lily 
of her tribe, but as Blessed Catherine, and later on as Saint 
Catherine of Ossennon of Auriesville—the great wonder- 
worker for man before God of our own country and con- 
tinent. The Church already permits us to invoke her pri- 
vately in all needs of body and soul, and we know that the 
efficacy of that invocation before God has been demon- 
strated over and over again. 

Enroll yourselves therefore today, dear brethren, among 
the clients of this heroic and beloved Servant of God; on 
your return to your homes carry with you her picture and 
the story of her marvelous life; propagate that story among 
your families and friends, and obtain their prayers likewise 
to the end that her Beatification may soon be decreed. 

May God hear our prayers and speed the day when 
Catherine’s title of “The Lily of the Mohawks” may by in- 
fallible decree of Holy Church be embellished and amplified 
by other titles in the official liturgy of the Church—the 
titles of spotless lily of virginity and holiness and fair flower 
of every virtue whose fragrance rises from the souls of men 
to the Throne of God in Heaven. Amen. 





